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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 EB-11 SCEM-02 SCI-06 INT-08 AEC-11 COME-OO 

OMB-01 TRSE-00 CEA-02 DRC-01 /145 W 

051333 

R091200Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5282 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

CONFIDENTIAL DUBLIN 0032 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENGREI 

SUB J : IRISH REACTION TO SECRETARY'S PROPOSAL FOR ENERGY ACTION GP 

1. PERMSEC HUGH MCCANN TOLD AMBASSADOR AND DCM THAT GOI HAD NOT 
YET FORMULATED A RESPONSE TO SECRETARY'S PROPOSAL ON ENERGY ACTION 
GROUP. WHILE DOING SO MCCANN WAS AT SOME PAINS TO EXPLAIN THE 
FRENCH ATTITUDE WHILE AT THE SAME TIME PROTESTING-TOO MUCH. 

WE SOMETIMES THOUGHT-THAT THIS WAS NOT ALSO THE IRISH ATTITUDE. 

HE POINTED OUT THAT IRELAND FORMS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM'S PETROLEUM MARKET AND THEREFORE CAN HAVE VERY LITTLE 
EFFECT ON THE OUTCOME OF THE ENERGY CRISIS. IN ANY EVENT THE EC 
WAS IN THE PROCESS OF TRYING TO DEVELOP AND ENERGY POLICY AND 
ACCORDING TO MCCANN IT WOULD NOT BEHOOVE IRELAND, AS A GOOD 
MEMBER OF THE EC, TO STAKE OUT A POSITION ON THIS QUESTION 
WITHOUT FIRST CONSULTING HER EUROPEAN PARTNERS. 
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2. WE OPINED THAT CONSIDERATION FOR OTHER EC MEMBERS HAD NOT 
APPARENTLY RESTRAINED THE FRENCH FROM ACTING UNILATERALLY TO 
SECURE THEIR OWN ENERGY INTERESTS. WE SAID UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES 
THE INDUSTRIALIZED WOULD WOULD BE BETTER OFF CONFRONTING THIS 
CRISIS IN CONCERT RATHER THAN WITH EACH TRYING TO STRIKE OUT ON 

HIS OWN. MCCANN AGREED. BUT WONDERED WHETHER THE PROBLEM COULD 
NOT BE DEALT WITH THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS. SPECIFICALLY THE 
OECD. HE SAID THAT THE IRISH GENERALLY PREFERRED TO USE MECHAN- 
ISMS ALREADY IN EXISTENCE IF THEY COULD BE RETOOLED TO DO THE JOB. 

3. FROM THIS AND EARLIER CONVERSATIONS WITH PAUL KEATING, FONOFF 
DEPUTY SECRETARY AND EC POLITICAL DIRECTOR, WE CONCLUDE THAT THE 
ABSENCE OF ANY CONCRETE IRISH POSITION REALLY INDICATES A PAUCITY 
OF THOUGHTABOUT THE ENERGY QUESTION. IN REVIEWING THE IMPACT OF 
THE OIL CRISIS GENERALLY, AND ESPECIALLY THE EFFECT ON IRELAND'S 
BALANCE OF PAYMENTS OF RECENT OIL PRICE INCREASES, WE HAVE FOUND 
FONOFF PEOPLE TO BE EITHER APPALLINGLY UNINFORMED OR NAIVE OR 
BOTH. BOTH KEATING AND MCCANN DEALT WITH THE ECONOMICS OF THE 
QUESTION AS IF THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT A BANK OVERDRAFT THAT NEED 
NOT BE WORRIED ABOUT AND IN ANY EVENT WOULD NEVER BE BALANCED. 
MOORE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 JAN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974DUBLIN00032 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: DUBLIN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 97401 54/aaaabyxr. tel 

Line Count: 82 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: garlanwa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 APR 2002 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <14 MAY 2002 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IRISH REACTION TO SECRETARY'S PROPOSAL FOR ENERGY ACTION GP 
TAGS: ENRG, El, (MCCANN, HUGH) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



